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Six Pack for Schroer  
Keith Hooker 

 

 The 2009 NC Open was held in Greensboro from October 30 through November 1.  The Clarion Hotel was the 

host site for 108 players who gathered together to see who would take home the Halloween chess goodies.   

 In the Open section, IM Jonathan Schroer of Apex earned his NC State Champion  title by working his way 

through remarkably tough competition.  In the first round, he faced the tough draw of William Campbell, who proved 

that, like many kids, his rating does not do justice to his playing abilities.  Schroer was able to checkmate his second 

round opponent, E. David Erb, when both players had only 3 minutes left to reach the first  time control.  His third 

round opponent was Rusty Potter.  Their draw proved to be a foreshadowing of the final results.  Ron Simpson resigned 

on move 27 in round 4, the shortest game for Schroer in the tournament.  Round 5 was the clash between FM Miles Ar-

daman and Schroer, who barely reached the move 30 time control.  At move 46, Ardaman offered a draw, but Schroer 

declined, and Ardaman resigned 10 moves later.   

 NM Rusty Potter, of Roanoke, VA  shared first place with Schroer, had wins against Dominique Myers, David 

High, Sam Barsky, and John Michael Curcuru. Ardaman and NM Chris Mabe finished a full point off the pace to tie for 

third. For Mabe, the performance allowed him to claim the 2009 North Carolina Grand Prix by a very narrow margin 

over FM Ron Simpson. 

 In the under 2000 section, A pair of players from the Duke/Durham Chess Club, Bradley Marts and Tim Rankin 

both reached  the final round with 3½ points, and played to a quick draw and a share of first place in the section. Tim 

set the pace throughout the tournament  by defeating Samuel Xin, Zachary High, and Alexei Gorbounov in the first 

three games. Rankin managed a draw with Nick Spurrier in round four. Meanwhile Marts took a bye in round three 

while upending Chad Eller, Steven Wang, and Zakir Ahmed in the other rounds. 

 Gorbounov, Spurrier, and Xin were part of a five-way tie for third with 3½ points. They were joined by young 

David Stamper and Mike McHale. 

 In the under 1800 section, Steven Pizzo of Durham, who finished in first place with 4½  points, recorded his 

only draw of the tournament against David Spencer in round 4.  Pizzo defeated the sectionôs top seed Reece Thompson 

in round one. Later Pizzo would corral Glenn Shelton, Joshua Taylor, and John Brooks to achieve his highest rating 

ever to go along with the state title. Spencer went on to take second place with 4 points.  Joshua Taylor was the only re-

entry of the tournament.  After losing his first round game on Friday evening, he re-entered the tournament on Saturday 

morning.  This worked well for him, as he was able to win that game and finished with 3½ points, tied with Reece Eric 

Thompson. 

 In the under 1600 section, Joseph Micklos of Raleigh led with 4 points after 4 rounds and had an opportunity for 

clear first place.  However, he was unable to stop Dutta Suryabrata or Georgia who tied for first place by defeating 

Micklos in the final round.  William Lefew, the fourth Duke Chess Club member to claim his share of a section title, 

also shared first place with 4 points by winning against Chad Moody.  With a three-way tie for  

first, this section was unclear until the very end. Jordan Joseph, Chad Moody, and Tony Sanders, Jr. all tied for frouth 

with three points. 

 In the under 1400 section, Christopher Prados finished with a perfect score.  While he would often arrive no-

ticeably late for the start of  the round, his opponents were never able to use the time advantage. Tim Staley followed 

one point behind for clear second. Sid Evans, Cameron Chandler, and Praveen Suthaharan shared third with 3½ points. 

Jim Linebergerôs victory in round two proved to be the tournamentôs largest upset, with a 558 point spread. 

 In the NC Scholastic, Steve (Tianqi) Wang showed why he was rated 1820 going into the tournament, winning 

all of his games.  Maybe we will see him play in the Open soon! 
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Multi -Time State Champions: 
 

6: IM Jonathan Schroer, SM Randy Kolvick, NM David Steele 

5: NM Kit Crittenden 

4: NM Larry Tapper, NM Lee Taylor, Henry Woods 

3: NM Greg Samsa, William Peters 

2: Jerry Fink, Dana Mackenzie, Dan Richman, H.E. Snyder 



 

LOOKING BACKéAND LOOKING FORWARD 
NCCA President, Gary Newsom 

 
    The year 2009 has been a good one for chess in North Carolina. Some reasons whyé 

 

1)  Thanks to the efforts of Victor Beaman and Tom Hales, we brought back the North Carolina Grand Prix. 

The inaugural season was a success. We gave away about $800 in cash prizes and people were in general excited 

about the event.  

 

2)  We had a hugely successful Scholastics Championship thanks primarily to the tireless efforts of past presi-

dent Randy Wheeless,  

 

3)  The comeback of one of our ñmajorò events, the NC Class, which had been on a hiatus of several years. 

Thanks to NC Chess supporter Thad Rogers for making that happen. 

 

4)   Thanks to the past efforts of Neal Harris and Randy Wheeless (and the watchful eye of Gerben Hoekstra!), 

NC Chess has never been more financially sound.  

 

5)   Thanks to the efforts of Tom Hales, the NC Gambit made its first appearance in many years 

 

Now letôs talk about 2010 and see how we are building on this success: 

 

1)   The 2010 NC Grand Prix has sponsorship. The current version will likely pay out at least the same amount 

in cash prizes, probably more, PLUS over $1000 in merchandise from ChessCentral. Thanks to Janet and Sid 

Pickard and the folks from ChessCentral for getting on board with the NCCA. Letôs do our best to support their 

business! 

 

2)  Another ñmajorò event is on the horizonéDecember 5-6,  the Greater Charlotte Championship, with guar-

anteed prizes and the lowest entry fees youôve seen in a weekend event in many years, makes its appearance on 

the tournament landscape. Thanks to Charlie Carerros, Chris Mabe, and Fabio Hurtado for making that event 

come life! 

 

3)  The mantra of this administration is ñmake the players happyò. With this in mind, we are working on a bid-

ding system to help ensure that the state events are laid out in a way that induces players to participate. If no ap-

propriate bids are received, weôll run them ourselves! Hopefully this will increase participation in adult state run 

events. 

 

4)  Last, but not least, thanks to the efforts of Jeff Jones, the Gambit will continue into the coming year. Please 

give Jeff your support, both moral and material, to keep the publication rolling. 

 

    Finally, in the spirit of the Thanksgiving season, I want to say how thankful I am to be involved in this com-

munity of friends who have the same interest. To me, chess has become more than just some pieces of wood 

moved around on a checkered boardé.for me ñchessò is so much more. And a lot of it is the camaraderieé

socializing with friends at the chess club or tournament ( or the inevitable dinner before or drinks after ). 

Thanks to all who make this experience happen for me. I hope that 

those of you reading this can boast of similar experiences.  

 

    I hope you all have a very successful year, in chess and in life. 

 

                                                                                      

        Gary Newsom 
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From the Editor­s Desk 
 

 First of all I am excited about returning to the position of Gambit Editor. I enjoyed my last stint as editor back in 

2001 and am looking forward to watching the Gambit grow over the coming years. I plan on being aggressive and pro-

active in taking the Gambit to the next level. I will not be afraid to call on you to help build the Gambit into a top-notch 

state publication. I also welcome any feedback you may have. My goals for the Gambit are as follows: 

 

1. Provide an organized comprehensive review of events for the months leading up to the printing of the Gambit. 

2. Provide relevant instructional articles for players in the chess community. 

3. Use the Gambit as a promotional tool to woo new players.  

4. Use the Gambit as a promotional tool to woo sponsors. 

5. Give clubs throughout the state a sounding point to inform the chess public of club events. 

6. Profile and recognize individuals who contribute to the chess community in various ways. 

7. Provide challenging and entertaining puzzles and games. 

8. Maintain an organized catalog of club meetings and future events. 

9. Provide an interactive online magazine which allows individuals to play through games or view photo albums . 

10. Provide entertaining articles and features that focus on the lighter side of chess. 

 

 Some of you have already seen some of the additions to this Gambit. I brought back the ñRoadrageò column to 

show off our games when we travel to other states/countries. The new ñClub Focusò will give some of the smaller clubs 

in North Carolina the opportunity to inform everyone about programs and activities in their areas. Another new feature 

which I hope to debut in the February/March edition will be called ñThe Grinders.ò ñThe Grindersò will feature some of 

the more active or longest standing members sharing some of their past chess stories. Evan Whittington, who became a 

nationally respected web comic, will be contributing his creation ñLeo.ò 

 Another new feature of this Gambit is the ñMilestonesò column. This is your opportunity to brag about your ac-

complishments. I am looking for players who achieve a new rating level for the first timeé or pull off a massive up-

seté. or win their first open section. I also will be offering up some contests from time to time. I will hopefully secure 

some sponsorship to provide some nice prizes for these little contests. 

 Of course the traditional coverage of tournaments within our state will continue as well as a good number of 

games (hopefully with lots of annotations) and pictures. With this being an online magazine, it gives us an opportunity 

to play through the games. Any time you see a game you can click on the header and a new tab will pop up where you 

can play through the game. Most pictures you find will lead to photo albums. Just click the picture and you will be di-

rected to an album or scrapbook. Also, when you come to a website or an e-mail address, you can just click on the ad-

dress and either be directed to the e-mail or the website. 

 I chose the .PDF format to make the Gambit more printer-friendly. While the .html version is great for quick 

information, printed copies can still be an importing selling point for our organization. I personally plan on making sev-

eral copies of the Gambit and having them ready to distribute to people who may be interested in competitive chess. I 

also think the newer Gambits will make a nice handout for potential sponsors. Itôs good to be able to present someone a 

handsome package of information rather than sending him/her to possibly flail around a website. I challenge you to 

print out a couple of copies yourselves, and distribute them to a local coffee shop, a library, or just to some friends who 

enjoy chess. Weôve got a lot of momentum going, and now is the time to take advantage of that momentum. I believe 

we have a lot of untapped potential which can create a better chess experience for everyone. 
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Best Regards, 

Jeff Jones 

Editor, The Gambit 



 

2010 North Carolina Grand Prix  
Sponsored by 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chesscentral.com 
 

Official Procedures, Rules, and Regulations 
  

The North Carolina Grand Prix  (NCGP) is a seasonal competition somewhat similar to the USCF Grand Prix.  Points 

are awarded by playing in and winning games at participating tournaments.   

The 2010 Grand Prix begins on November 2, 2009 and continues through the 2010 NC Open.  

The North Carolina Grand Prix is open to any NC resident who is a current paid NCCA member.  Scholastic players 

may also participate by paying regular adult dues.   

To qualify as a NC resident, one must reside in North Carolina for at least six months of the year.  Military and college 

students who meet this requirement will be considered eligible.  Participants who relocate will not forfeit previously 

earned points if this six month requirement is met.  

*Earning NCGP Points:  Points are earned by entering and winning games at participating tournaments. For each 

game won at a participating tournament the player receives 1 Grand Prix point. (Forfeits do not count). For each game 

drawn, the player receives ½ point. (Requested byes do not count). For each one day tournament with over 50% of the 

schedule completed, the player receives one bonus point. For each two/three day event with over 50% of the schedule 

completed, the player receives 2 bonus points. 

The prize fund is generated by a $1.00 fee per adult player (and per participating scholastic player) at NCGP tourna-

ments.  Tournament organizers at participating tournaments are responsible for these fees, which are to be remitted 

within seven business days to the NCCA treasurer to keep in a special fund.   

  

*Participating tourneys:  The following is the criteria to qualify a participating tourney: 

1) The tourney must be held in the State of North Carolina. 

2) It must be open to all adult players.  

3) It must be USCF rated and follow all rules and guidelines customary for USCF events. 

4) The organizer must contribute .75 cents to the prize fund for every participating player (see below for participating 

player criteria).  

5) Participating tournaments must require NCCA Membership for all NC adult players.  Any player nineteen years or 

older will be considered an adult.  If an adult player inadvertently finishes a tournament without paying NCCA dues, 

this will be deducted from any tournament prize.  

6) Scholastic players have a choice of whether to participate.  Scholastic players who have not remitted NCCA mem-

bership dues may do so within 30 days of a win to keep any potential points they would have earned.  Thereafter, such 

points shall expire. 

7) Weekday tournaments are not eligible for the Grand Prix. 

8) Each USCF affiliate is allowed 1 NCGP tourney per month. 

9) The tourney must be advertised on the ñTournamentsò page of nc-chess.com for a minimum of 14 days prior to the 

tournament date. 

 

* Participating players: The following is the criteria for a participating player: 

1) Must be a member in good standing with the USCF and NCCA 

2) Scholastic players have a choice of whether to participate.  Scholastic players who have not remitted NCCA mem-

bership dues may do so within 30 days of a win to keep any potential points they would have earned.  Thereafter, 

such points shall expire.                                                                             (continued on next page) 6 



 

*Prize fund:  Prizes are provided by ChessCentral.com and the funding system alluded to above. Prizes for the 2010 

North Carolina Grand Prix are as follows: 

1st   50% of the prize money + a $350 Gift Certificate from ChessCentral.com 

2nd 25% of the prize money + a $250 Gift Certificate from ChessCentral.com 

3rd 15% of the prize money + a $100 Gift Certificate from ChessCentral.com 

Most Improved 10% of the prize money + a $50 Gift Certificate from ChessCentral.com 

Most active: A wood ñDukeò Style chess set from ChessCentral.com ( a $129 value)  
 
In addition to the regular prize fund, ChessCentral.com has agreed to provide an addition $50 Gift Certificate to 

each participating club with at least 20 members and a website. This prize will go to the club member with the 

highest point total in the NCGP. This prize can be won in addition to any prize qualified for above. 

 

Additional Rules and Guidelines:  

A. ñMost Improvedò determined by using as a starting point the playerôs regular USCF rating on the November 2009 

supplement and calculating the point differential with the post-tournament rating of the 2010 NC Open. 

B. ñMost Activeò determined by adding up the number of games played, regardless of result, in participating NCGP 

tourneys. 

C. ñMost Improvedò and ñMost Activeò prizes may be won in addition to a prize for a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place finish. 

D. The cash portion of the prize fund is generated by the .75 cents per game paid by the organizing affiliate, which is 

matched by .25 cents per player by the NCCA. The other portion of the prize fund is contributed by ChessCentral.com 

E. The NCCA President will be responsible for determining and certifying the final standings.  The points tally may be 

maintained by the NCCA President or a designee.   

F.  Prizes will be awarded within no more than 30 days of the end of each season.      

G.  Points are provisional until funding is received by the NCCA, and the USCF rating report is up.    

H.  The NCCA reserves the right to make minor alterations to the procedures, rules, and regulations.  The 

NCCA reserves the right to settle any dispute arising as a result of this series, and their decision will be final.   
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 Chris Mabe wins 2009 North Carolina Chess Grand Prix 
Gary Newsom 

 

 In an exciting finish that went down to the last game, Charlotte NM Chris Mabe has won the 

2009 North Carolina Grand Prix, taking home a check of over $400! The Grand Prix came down to the 

final event, the North Carolina Open. Chris needed to place in the points and ahead of Raleigh NM 

Ron Simpson in order to win. With both players tied at 2½ points going into the final round, Chris 

scored a victory over Dominique Myers to set the pace. Needing a last round win against Expert David 

Erb in order to clinch the Grand Prix for himself, Ron fought valiantly to win but David was up to the 

challenge and held the draw in a complex ending. 

 

1st Overall : NM Chris Mabe 

2nd Overall: FM Ron Simpson 

U1800: Brian Moore 

U1600: Kevin Chen 

U1400: William Lefew 



 

A Big Race in Indy!   
 

 The U.S. Open is the last true 

major single section tournament on the 

American chess scene. One of the few 

where a class player like myself could 

have any chance of matching wits with a 

Grandmaster. In my first opportunity to 

play in the U.S. Open, I was paired in the 

middle rounds with GM Joshua Friedeléé.. OK, it was 1996, and he was only an eight or nine year old class B player 

at the time, but the whoopinô he handed me was still a pretty humbling lesson in how the game is played.  

 This year I came to Indy looking to relax, but hoping to find the elusive matchup with a current Grandmaster. 

After arriving in town on August 4th and taking public busses across town for an hour and a half (A frugal decision as 

cab fare was close to $50 from the airport.), I crashed down at a lower-end hotel a couple of hundred yards down the 

street from the Marriott where the opening was being held. After checking in and stretching out for a few minutes, I 

couldnôt resist the urge to scope out the sights and take in some of the games from the six-day schedule, so I dashed 

across the street and up the road. 

  While there I greeted the High family, who were already there while David playing in the Denker tournament, 

and flagged down NM John Bidwell, a nine-time TACO winner who moved to western Ohio a couple of years ago. I 

didnôt stay too long as I had an overnight poker session in Cary the night before my flight, and was flat out exhausted. I 

dozed off about 8:30 that evening. 

 The morning came and after ten hours of sleep, I jumped out of bed [maybe a little too] eager to participate in 

my first big tournament since the 2005 World Open. After a great breakfast at the neighboring Lincoln Square Restau-

rant next to the Marriott, I stepped into the tournament hall anxiously awaiting the pairings. Once I arrived I saw that I 

was just about the middle of the top half of the field in the 4-day schedule. Thus if I could avoid a 550-point upset or 

draw I had a really good shot at getting a seat opposite a Grandmaster. There was even the odd chance that I could play 

reigning womenôs world champion Alexandra Kosteniuk!  

 The game started and I attained a very good position with my trusted Caro-Kann defense. My opponent didnôt 

know the opening well and started loosening his pieces. I started salivating over the possibility of a possible once-in-a-

lifetime experience. The I saw an opportunity to claim a pawn. I went for it. One problem though. My bishop on e7 had 

no defense, and with the white queen bearing down the e-file, my tactical shot got trumped by a zwischenzug. He ex-

ploited the pin along the e-file to win my f-pawn. After this he slowly ground me down, and my dreams of a date with 

Mrs. Kosteniuk, or any other GM went down the tube. Had I won, I wouldôve played GM Mesgen Amanov in round 

two.  

 This disaster set the tone for me as I consistently got the better of my openings through all eight of my games. (I 

took a bye in round nine to catch my flight home.) My porous middlegame play led me to only cash in on the advan-

tages three times. One of 

those wins was due to a 

young kid hanging a rook 

while playing too fast. 

Throw a draw into the mix 

and I was stuck with only 

four out of nine points. I 

was very disappointed in 

my play, but really enjoyed 

the immersion in chess. I 

had lengthy post mortems 

with all my opponents, an 

unusual move for me, but 

very enjoyable. (Continued 

on next page) 

(left) The U.S. Open  
Tournament Hall. (Photo 

by Ken Baxter) 
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2009 U.S. Open 

5: Matthew Helfst (1830) 
7: FM Conrad Holt (2314) 

Indianapolis, IN - 4 August, 2009 

Notes by Jeff Jones 

1. d4 d5 2. Nf3 Nf6 3. e3 c5 4. b3 

Bg4 5. Bb2 e6 6. Be2 cxd4 7. 

Nxd4 Bb4+ 8. c3 Bxe2 9. Qxe2 

Be7 10. O-O O-O 11. Nd2 Nbd7 

12. c4 Rc8 13. cxd5 Nxd5 14. 

Rac1  Qa5 15. Nc4 Qa6 16. a4 

Nc5 17. Rfd1 Nb6 (diagram) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18. Qg4! f5?? (Bf6 is the only 

move here but 19.Nc2! Nd5 (if 

Bxb2 20.Nb4 traps the queen.)

20.Nb4!! Nxb4 21.Bxf6 g6 22.Qh4 

Nd5 23.Nd6!! Nxf6 24.Nxc8 loses 

the exchange in blackôs best line.  

19. Nxf5! Rf7 20. Nh6+ 1-0 9 

 As I mentioned before Walter High and sons 

David and Zachary of Chapel Hill all participated in 

their first U.S. Open. David pulled double duty 

playing in the Arnold Denker Tournament of High 

School Champions. David scored a respectable 2½ 

points out of six against a field of the best high 

school players in the nation. Abby Marshall from 

Virginia begame the first female to claim the cham-

pionship. 

 Joining the Highs in the six-day schedule 

was Greensboroôs Matthew Helfst. Matthew se-

cured one of the biggest upsets of the tournament 

torching Kansas FM Conrad Holt (see game on bot-

tom right) Matthew had the best score of the North 

Carolina representatives with five points out of 

nine.  

 Fayettevilleôs Daniel Kulich joined me as 

the only other North Carolinian in the four-day 

schedule, in which our first six games were at Game/60. Kenneth Spencer of 

Zebulon, an Indiana University graduate did not play in the main event, but did 

make an appearance in one of the side events.  

 Ken Baxter of Charlotte, whose wifeôs family lives not too far from Indi-

anapolis, joined Walter and I to serve as delegates at the USCF delegate meetings. 

It was one of the most important delegate meetings in USCF history, and thanks 

to a lot of coordination between then-NCCA President Vic Beaman and the USCF 

we were able to fully represent North Carolina at the convention. 

 Bad play notwithstanding I enjoyed the trip to Indianapolis for the USCF. 

I learned a lot about parliamentary procedure and USCF governance as well. Iôm 

already looking forward to next yearôs Open in Irvine, CA. 

North Carolina­s representatives at the 2009 US Open (from left to right) Ken 
Baxter, David High, Jeff Jones, Walter High, Zachary High, Matt Helfst, Daniel 
Kulich. (Ken Spencer not pictured) 

David High examines an  

endgame during the Arnold 

Denker tournament of High 

School Champions. (photo by 

Walter High) 
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